WHAT YOU CAN DO

1. Learn more and inform others

some media outlets:

http://news.bbc.co.uk
www.economist.com
www.zcommunications.org
http://electronicintifada.net

2. Write letters to your MPs and the PM of Canada asking them to change their stance on the issue and to call on Israel to end the massacre
Find your MP here:

http://www.parl.gc.ca/common/index.asp?Language=E
Find online letter templates to sign and send electronically:

http://www.cjpme.org/

3. Sign these petitions
http://www.petitiononline.com/gaza2812/petition.html
http://www.avaaz.org/en/gaza_time_for_peace/?cl=163990794&v=2623
4. Contact us for more info: 

uwoactivist@gmail.com
UPCOMING EVENTS
DR. NORMAN FINKELSTEIN 

IN LONDON

He is one of the foremost thinkers and speakers on the Israel-Palestine conflict.  Please join us as Dr. Finkelstein deconstructs the myths of Zionism and forces an honest look at the Israel-Palestine debacle. 

Wed. Jan. 14, 2009 @ 7:30pm

Wolf Hall, Public Library 
251 Dundas St., London, ON

Tickets: $15 general admission 
$5 students with ID 
___________________________ 
“My Name is Rachel Corrie”
The controversy concerning the 23-year-old American – Killed by an Israel Defense Forces bulldozer while trying to prevent the demolition of a Palestinian home in 2003 has spilled into the arts world via “My Name Is Rachel Corrie,” a theatrical production that documents her life from the time she was a child to the days leading up to her death in Gaza.
Jan. 15-24, 2009 

@ the Arts Project in London 

See www.artsproject.ca for location and showtimes
ACTION FOR THE MASSACRE IN GAZA




LET’S FORM A HUMAN CHAIN THAT STRETCHES ACROSS CAMPUS
Wednesday, January 7, 2009
4:00 pm

UWO, UCC past Concrete Beach
This is a SILENT protest
The Israeli Massacre in Gaza

January, 2009
On Saturday, December 27, 2008, Israel began a devastating series of attacks on the population of Gaza, which have taken the lives of over 660 Palestinians and injured over 2900.  The present and ongoing massacre of the Palestinian people by the Israeli Occupation Forces (IOF) is unfortunately not an isolated incident, as the ethnic cleansing and occupation of Palestine has been continuous over the last 60 years.  The situation is worsening rapidly and people are now using the term ‘genocide’ to describe the actions being committed against the indigenous people of Palestine.  This is the single largest massacre in Gaza since Israel illegally occupied the area in 1967.  

Israeli Attacks on the Gaza Strip

Despite the high death toll as a result of Israeli launched missiles targeting the entire Gaza Strip, the Israeli government has indicated that they are ready for “long weeks of action,” and have refused international calls for a ceasefire.  They threatened to intensify their force, and indeed, they began a ground incursion against the besieged people of Gaza on January 3, 2009.  Ever since, many Palestinian families across Gaza have fled their homes for UN-run schools and shelters, as Israel's military operation in Gaza reached its 11th day.
Palestinian medical officials say at least 160 people have died since the ground assault began on Saturday.  
An Israeli attack, on Tuesday the 6th, on a UN-run school building, being used to shelter people who had fled their homes, killed 30 people, UN officials say.  The Israeli military said its soldiers had come under mortar fire from Hamas militants inside the school.  However, UNRWA's Christopher Gunness said the agency was "99.9 per cent certain" that there were no militants or militant activity in the school compound. 
Conditions since the Siege on Gaza
Since June 2007, Gaza has been undergoing daily violence of a wide-ranging humanitarian catastrophe due to the brutal siege that the Israeli government imposed on the area.  This 18-month blockade has made Gaza the world’s largest “open air prison,” as 1.5 million people have been denied access to enter and exit the territory and have been cut off from sufficient food, fuel, water, and medicine.  Two weeks ago, before Israel’s air strikes on Gaza, the UN reported that Palestinians in Gaza were living without power for up to 16 hours each day; half of Gaza's population was receiving water only once a week for a few hours; 80% of the water in Gaza did not meet World Health Organization (WHO) standards for drinking; the unemployment rate had risen to almost 50%; more than 79% were living below the poverty line; more than 56% were food insecure; and patients with chronic illnesses such as cancer or diabetes could not be adequately treated or cared for (See: http://www.ochaopt.org/documents/ocha_opt_gaza_situation_report_2008_12_17_english.pdf).  The situation is significantly worse now, as hospitals are unable to care for the over 2900 injured civilians due to a lack of medical supplies and space.

Canada’s response to the Massacre
On Sunday December 28th, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Lawrence Cannon, supported the genocide by stating: “Israel has a clear right to defend itself.”  Conservatives and Liberals blame Hamas for the violence and assert Israel’s right to self-defense.  The NDP condemns the violence of both sides without blaming or excusing either. 
Canada’s position on this issue is appalling, to say the least, and completely disregards the illegality and inhumanity of Israel’s latest use of collective punishment on the Palestinian people.  

The atrocious and unnecessary loss of human life often overwhelms us all and leaves us feeling completely powerless and useless in times like these.  It is true that we cannot single-handedly stop the state of Israel from committing war crimes and killing innocent civilians.  However, we can certainly use the power we have in our own country to make change.  We, as Canadians, must make our voices heard.  
